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2024 Compass Newsletter2 PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear Massachusetts 4-H Family and Friends:

2024 has been an excellent year for the Foundation and the 4-H programs we 
support, and, as the 4-H motto states, we hope to make the best better in 2025.

The 2024 highlights include the following:

•	 The Foundation made its first $100,000 pledge payment to UMass 4-H 
to support the expansion of the school and community partnerships 
program delivery model and replicate UMass 4-H’s Springfield/Holyoke 
STEAM (Science/Technology/Engineering/Arts/Math) program in three 
underserved regions of the state;

•	 $30,000 of that pledge payment is helping to equip and fund the Educator 
II who will be hired before year end to deliver STEAM programming in Fall 
River, New Bedford, and Wareham;

•	 The Foundation is also providing partial funding of UMass 4-H’s initiative to 
make three life-altering national 4-H trips for teens – National Conference, 
National Congress, and Ignite Summit – more accessible for Massachusetts 
4-Hers. UMass 4-H plans to increase participation significantly in coming 
years and anticipates that it will send up to 16 Massachusetts 4-Hers on 
these trips annually;

•	 The Foundation successfully launched its own Grants Program this spring 
for the benefit of 4-H Clubs, Advisory Councils, and Fairs. The newly formed 
Grants Committee developed the program from scratch and delivered 
grants totaling $30,000 to eight 4-H Clubs, six Advisories, and three 
Fairs. The program was well-received, and the Board expects to approve a 
second grant cycle in 2025 and authorize a larger grant pool; and

•	 Last but not least, the Foundation’s Executive Director Search Committee 
plans to complete its work within the next few weeks with the hope that 
the Foundation will have a new Executive Director in place as of January 1, 
2025.

I hope you enjoy the articles in this issue of Compass. I encourage you to read about 
two recipients of grants made in 2024 by the Grants Committee – 4-H ALARM (A 
Lot of Awesome Robot Makers) Robotics Club and the Hilltown Misfits 4-H Club. The 
two Clubs represent the renewed vitality of the club program in Massachusetts while 
also highlighting both the traditional agricultural emphasis of 4-H and the emerging 
STEM focus. And, the 4-H alumni profiles of Dick Tracy and Jonathan Samuelson are 
excellent reminders of the power of 4-H in shaping young lives and the deep impact 
4-H experiences have that last a lifetime. 

With deepest gratitude for all who support 4-H youth 
development programs in Massachusetts. 

STEVEN E. BORGESON 
PRESIDENT, BOARD OF TRUSTEES | MASSACHUSETTS 4-H FOUNDATION
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The Hilltown Misfits 4-H Club has ambitious 
plans for the future. Back in the spring, this 
Chesterfield-based club took advantage of 
the Massachusetts 4-H Foundation’s Pilot 
Grant Program after learning about it from 4-H 
Educator, Erica MacLean. The club was awarded 
$1,450 to further their activities, specifically with 
working steer. 

Faith Everett 
Bisbee 
coordinates the 
working steer 
part of the 
club. However, 
she said the 

Hilltown Misfits focus 
not only on steer, but 
also on crafts, rabbits, 
horses, and community 
service. “It’s been fun 
and interesting; we learn 
about different projects,” 
she said. While there 
are 20 youth in the club, 
about ten participate in 

activities with working steer. 

The steer program designs and delivers 
workshops that prepare 4-H youth for fairs 
like The Big E. Hilltown Misfits has an ongoing 
partnership with Connecticut Whiplash, another 
working steer group with adult volunteers. In the 
spring workshop, volunteer Tom Jenkins showed 
the youth how to hitch oxen to cut down trees. 
The 4-Hers also learned how to plow with draft 
horses. 

In the fall, the 
club holds a 
working steer 
competition, 
in which 
the youth 
compete 
against adults 

and are prepped 
for The Big E. The 
youth direct the 
steer leading a cart 
around obstacles 
such as bridges or 
back the animals into 
a barn. “That’s what 

we spend the bulk of 
the time doing, obstacle 

courses” explained Faith. 

“We mimic the 
situation on a 
farm.”  

The youth also 
participated 
in a working 
steer workshop in June 
in Farmington, Maine 
where they practiced 
showmanship skills. This 
training paid off. At The 
Big E in 2023, two youth 
from the Hilltown Misfits 
won the Herdsmenship 
Award, which recognized 
how the 4-Hers interacted 
with the public and worked 
together. 

Owen, 15, is a member of the Hilltown Misfits, 
and his family owns four steers at their farm in 
Belchertown. He has enjoyed his experiences 
with the club. “I like the friends I make and 
getting to hang out with them at fairs and 4-H 
meetings.” 

Owen has shown working steer at The Big E for 
the last two years. “The Big E is definitely a lot of 
work,” Owen said. “It’s fun, and it’s good training 
experience for the cattle.” 

The Hilltown Misfits will use the funds from 
the Pilot Grant Program for current workshop 
necessities, such as food, workshop fees, judging 
costs, and ribbons. Faith is also interested in 
holding more 
workshops in 
the future. “I 
feel the more 
workshops we 
hold, the more 
people will see 
us out in the 
community.”  

Faith also hopes a 
portion of the grant 
funds may be put 
toward club travel. “I’m 
always interested in 
traveling to different 
places or having 
teamsters come in,” said Faith. “We have a 
cooperative relationship with Connecticut and 
Maine. I’d love to start an annual get-together 
with them.”

Hilltown Misfits: 
A 4-H Club on the Move

Chrystopher, a 4-Her from 
Connecticut, tries his hand 
with working steer.

Owen of the Hilltown Misfits 
4-H Club is pictured with a 
show trophy.

4-Her Brooke receives tips 
from Judge Fran Mason.

Owen, a 4-Her with 
the Hilltown Misfits, 
demonstrates working steer 
at The Big E.
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The 4-H Alarm Robotics team has enjoyed a 
successful 2024 – and the year isn’t over yet! 
Back in early April, the robotics team, based in 
Franklin, MA, participated in the New England 
District Championships for the first time ever, 
winning the Engineering Inspiration Award and 
earning a spot at the World Championships 
held in Houston, TX. 

Founded in 2007, 4-H Alarm Robotics is a 
regional team comprised of 8th-12th grade 
youth from 11 different towns that participates 
in the For Inspiration and Recognition of 
Science and Technology (F.I.R.S.T.) Robotics 
Program. Stephen Dunbar has led the club 
since 2016, when he started helping the youth 
with robot prototypes. The club recruits 
new members via referrals and social media, 
though many of the current members started 
as children in another robotics division. 

The 4-H Alarm Robotics Club achieved its 
latest success with a 120-pound robot named 
HYDRA, which the youth programmed to 
pick up and shoot objects into a target area. 
HYDRA is comprised of four modules, each of 
which has two motors. The youth also installed 
a swerve drive in HYDRA, which allows it to 
rotate. 

Creating a robot like HYDRA requires weeks of 
the youths’ time and involves computer-aided 
design (CAD), programming, and machining.  
Each season, the team designs a robot, the 
theme of which is announced each January by 
F.I.R.S.T. 

To kick off the build process, the youth discuss 
strategy and concepts for the robot. Then, 
the youth break up into teams, creating a 
CAD model of the future robot. After that, 
they begin the work of building the robot; the 
“build season” lasts for six weeks. 4-H Alarm 

The Sky is the Limit for 
4-H Alarm Robotics

Members of the 4-H ALARM Robotics 
Club prepare their robot HYDRA for 
competition.



54-H ALARM ROBOTICS

Robotics entails a significant commitment 
during this phase. While building the robot, 
team members meet six days per week, 
including six hours on Saturdays. 

The youth meet at the Red Brick 
Schoolhouse in Franklin, a historic 
schoolhouse that is one of the oldest one-
room schoolhouses in the country.  In 2019, 
the town issued a notice asking for renters, 
and 4-H Alarm Robotics expressed interest.  

The real work begins with competitions. 
The team began at the local level this 
year, then qualified for the New England 
District Championships and finally the 
world competition in Houston. During a 
competition, the teams create alliances 
composed of three teams, which in turn 
compete against other alliances. Despite 
all the preparation, things don’t always go 
according to plan. Sometimes the robot’s 
parts break, so the team always brings along 
extra. “These kids learn very quickly how to 
think under pressure,” said Stephen. “They 
collaborate better than many professionals 
do.” 

In the “off-season,” the team focuses on 
outreach and developing the skills of 
children who may become future team 
members. 4-H ALARM Robotics hosted a 
robotics competition for middle school-

aged youth called the Stephen Green FLL 
Explore Showcase on April 27 at the Franklin 
Public Library. They also coached two teams 
associated with the Showcase over twelve 
weeks. 

4-H ALARM Robotics also challenged the 
children to work on a Halloween project 
called Scratch Hackathon in October 2023.  
“My favorite part of the club is outreach,” said 
Ishika. “You make an impact. I’m teaching kids 
all the things I’ve learned.” 

Apart from outreach, the 4-H Alarm Robotics 
members appreciate everything they have 
learned, including lessons they can apply 
outside of the Red Brick Schoolhouse. 
“Robotics helps me think in a different way,” 
said Sri, 14. “In competition, each team is 
trying to achieve the same tasks, but each in 
a different way. You can have multiple ways 
to do the same thing.” 

Meeting other youth who share similar 
interests is a bonus too. “One of my favorite 
things is meeting people,” said Richaa, 15. 
“We try to connect outside of competitions.” 

The club was awarded a $3,000 grant in June 
by the Foundation’s Pilot Grant Program 
to purchase robot parts, including swerve 
modules, encoders, motors, and gears.  

4-H ALARM Robotics has big plans for the 
future. “We want to do more advanced 
programming and get the team’s first blue 
banner [in the competition] next year,” said 
Aditya, 15. The team also hopes to start a high 
school team in North Attleboro.

The 4-H ALARM Robotics Club pose outside 
the Red Brick Schoolhouse in June with 
their mentors, Stephen Dunbar and Pallavi 
Naravane.

2024 Compass Newsletter
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When Jonathan Samuelson was growing up in 
the Massachusetts 4-H program, he thought 
he might want to work directly with animals. 
And after several degrees and a great deal of 
specialized training, he is…sort of. Jonathan 
currently works as a Veterinary Anatomic 
Pathologist and a Clinical Assistant Professor 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. He shared his profession with 
Massachusetts 4-Hers as part of the Career 
Exploration Series earlier this year. 
Jonathan grew up in Athol and moved to 
Charlton in high school. He became involved 

with Massachusetts 4-H, specifically with the 
dairy program and the High Hopes 4-H Club. 
Jonathan participated in 4-H for ten years, 
following other members of his family, including 
his brother Andrew, who is the current 4-H 
Animal Science Departmental Assistant. 

Jonathan credits Massachusetts 4-H for laying 
the foundation for his future career. ”4-H Dairy 

Jonathan Samuelson: 
Veterinary Pathologist

Dr. Jonathan Samuelson is 
pictured in his lab at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
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was formative for my love of 
animals and understanding 
how to take care of animals. I 
really enjoyed my friends and 
the comradery. I also liked 
the program’s structure,” said 
Jonathan. “I liked both the 
people and participating in 
4-H fairs…having 4-H be a 
part of my youth was great.”  
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                           
Jonathan initially planned to 
be a veterinary technician 
due to his interest in animals, 
science, and biology. Life 
took him along a different 
path. He worked at a 
pharmaceutical company 
that genetically modified 
goats to produce human 
proteins in goat milk for use 
in medicine, all while earning 
his Bachelor’s degree in 
Veterinary Science at Becker 
College. 

Jonathan then pursued 
his DVM, graduating from 
Virginia-Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine. After 
his second year of veterinary 
school, he attended a 
pathology conference, which 
“ignited a fire.”  

Jonathan applied for 
pathology residencies 
after veterinary school 
and did a three-year 
residency followed by a 
one-year internship, plus 
earned a master’s degree 
in Pathobiology, the 
mechanisms of disease, from 
the University of Illinois. 

As a veterinary pathologist, 
Jonathan’s responsibilities 
are varied. He performs 
post-mortem examinations 
(also known as necropsies 
or autopsies) and examines 
surgical biopsies. During  
examinations, he looks at 
samples both visually and 
through a microscope. 

Jonathan’s responsibilities 
include instructing veterinary 
students, interns, residents, 
and clients about pathology. 
Teaching ranks among his 
favorite duties. “You (the 
pathologist) are explaining 
things to everyone, because 
you’re often the only one 
who can put together the 
pieces of the entire disease 
process,” he said. 

Whether 4-Hers’ interests lie 
in the veterinary profession 
or the more specialized 
world of pathology, Jonathan 
recommends hard work and 
an openness to possibilities. 
“I think keeping the door 
open to other possibilities 
is great, because you may 
find interest in other areas 
of veterinary medicine,” he 
explained.  

Jonathan said that the 
job market is currently 
favorable to pathologists, 
offering the choice of 
working in academia, a 
diagnostic laboratory, 
or industry. He also 
emphasized the value 
new doctors bring to the 
table. “Someone who is 
just starting out can see 
something differently 
from someone who 
has been studying and 
working for 20 years,” 
Jonathan noted.  

Most importantly, 
Jonathan appreciates 
the impact veterinary 
pathologists make, 
whether training the 
next generation of 
pathologists or providing 
a client with a solution 
to a problem. “This 
profession is for those 
who want to get into 
animal disease problems 
and perform the hard 
work and research to 
arrive at solutions,” he 
said.        

On the right Dr. 
Samuelson is pictured 
with his siblings in 
2010. From L to R are 
Andrew Samuelson, 
Jonathan, and 
Joanna Lidback.
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The Massachusetts 4-H Foundation is pleased to announce its Kent Lage Leadership Award 

winners for 2024. The Kent Lage Leadership Award recognizes aspiring 4-H leaders each year. 

The award was named for the late Kent Lage, a former Massachusetts 4-H Foundation Executive 

Director and President of the Board of Trustees.

Madelyn Germain

Margaret Turpel

Margaret Turpel of Topsfield is the first-place winner of the 
2024 Kent Lage Leadership Award, winning a scholarship of 
$1,500. 

Margaret currently attends Southern Methodist University and 
will major in Political Science, with the goal of becoming a 
lobbyist. Margaret has already impressively authored legislation 
as she researched, outlined, and testified in support of Bill 
H.447, An Act Relative to Supporting Student Participation in 
4-H Programs.  

Margaret has participated in National 4-H Conference, National 
4-H Congress, and the National 4-H Ignite Summit, after which 
she helped plan a “Day of Ag-Cess” in 2023 to combat food 
insecurity. Margaret has demonstrated her leadership skills with 
the 4-H Ambassadors and as president of the Rabbit & Cavy 
Crusaders Club. She has also won many blue ribbons in Visual 
Presentations. 

Outside of 4-H, Margaret was nominated by her school to 
participate in Girls State. After scoring higher than nearly 
200 other girls in a bar exam, she served as a public defender 
and won an election for state auditor. Margaret has also been 
actively involved in her church as a student leader.

Madelyn Germain of Uxbridge is the second-place winner of 
the 2024 Kent Lage Leadership Award, earning a scholarship 
of $750.   

Madelyn who was ranked first in her class at Norfolk 
County Agricultural High School (NCAHS), matriculated at 
Western Colorado University, majoring in Environment & 
Sustainability. 

Madelyn has served as the President of the Discovery 4-H 
Club. She won the top state award for her Visual Presentation 
for three years and served as a 4-H Ambassador. Madelyn 
also researched a community service project through 
GotSneakers in which she organized a fundraiser for people 
to recycle their sneakers, then donated the proceeds to two 
different charities. 

A talented runner, Madelyn has competed on both her 
school’s cross country and track teams. For cross country, 
she achieved first place in the Division 3A Massachusetts 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA) championships 
and second place in the State’s MIAA division three 
championships. Madelyn has also been a part of NCAHS’s 
Peer Leadership Team and 2024 Class Council. 

8
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2024-2025 FOUNDATION TRUSTEES
*Steven E. Borgeson – President 
*Va Shon Wallace-Hiltpold – Vice President 
*Hayley Trahan-Liptak, Esq. – Clerk
*David Lehman – Treasurer 
Kathleen Adams
Sarah Bonini
James Hicks
Mark Howe
Tommy Lamont
Lindsey K. Larson
Carey Leckie
Billy McBride
Erika Prahl*
Ashley Randle*
David Thibault
Philip Trotter
Nicole Vaughan
Stephen B. Verrill
Susannah Wilson

EX OFFICIO 
Lynne McLandsborough
Meg McDermott
 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Peter Bentinck-Smith
George F. Fiske, Jr.
Elizabeth H. McAfoose
Charles H. McColough
John C. Sterling
Patricia Walrath
Dudley H. Willis, Esq.
Frederic Winthrop, Jr.

CORPORATORS 
Susan T. Billings
Terrie Campbell
James H. Connelly
Karen Connelly
Jennifer Verrill Faddoul
Kristiana Floss
Anne Gobi
John Lee
John Lindquist
Mary McBrady
Honorable Gary A. Nickerson
Mateo Rull Garza
Wayne P. Smith
Terry G. Taylor, DVM
Allan Walker
Priscilla Walker
Michael Williams

* Executive Committee, 
             for the Board of Trustees 

COMPASS EDITORIAL BOARD
Kathy Harvey-Ellis

Adele Williams

COMPASS DESIGN
Allison Tremelling

Mateo 
Rull Garza Michael 

Williams  Mateo Rull Garza 
was raised in Mexico 
and immigrated to 
Massachusetts in 2016. 
He graduated from 
UMass Lowell with a 
B.S. in Biology and is 
pursuing a master’s 
degree in Agricultural 
Sciences at UMass 
Amherst. As part 
of his Agricultural 
Extension research, 
Mateo works with 
dozens of fruit growers 
across the state to 
develop sustainable 
pest management 
practices. Since May 
2023, Mateo has 
served as president of 
the only New England 
chapter of Minorities 
in Agriculture, Natural 
Resources, and 
Related Sciences 
(MANRRS), a national 
student development 
organization. Mateo 
also serves on the 
Extension Board of 

Public Overseers and 
is a Fellow of the 
National Association 
of States Department 
of Agriculture. Mateo’s 
involvement with 
4-H began with the 
Urban Extension 
program at UMass 
Amherst. Having 
met dozens of urban 
youth who benefit 
from 4-H, Mateo is 
excited to advocate 
on their behalf as 
a 4-H Foundation 
Corporator.

With a career 
spanning nearly 37 
years, Michael has 
provided IT support 
to a diverse range 
of businesses, from 
small firms to large 
enterprise clients. His 
14-year tenure at an 
independent school in 
Brookline was marked 
by the implementation 
of a pioneering 
technology program. 

The impact of 
this program was 
profound, not only 
altering the delivery 
of education but 
also empowering 
students and teachers 
to steer their own 
personal development. 
The design of 
this program was 
inspired by Michael’s 
years of experience 
in nurturing the 
personal growth of his 

colleagues and clients. 
Michael is thrilled 
to explore new 
opportunities within 
the 4-H program and 
eager to build upon 
his past achievements. 
He is enthusiastic 
about initiating new 
technology programs 
and outreach efforts 
as a Corporator to 
further the objectives 
of the 4-H youth 
program. His vision 
is to enable and 
empower youth, 
shaping the leaders of 
tomorrow. 
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Meet Dick Tracy

Dick and Janice 
Tracy are 
pictured at their 
family business, 
Intervale Farm.

If anyone has had a 
fascinating life with 
an interesting story, 
you know it has to be 
someone named Dick 
Tracy. 

Back in the 1957-58 time 
frame, Dick Tracy of 
Westhampton (not the 
comic strip character 
portrayed by Warren 
Beatty in the 1990 film) 
traveled to Washington 
D.C. as a college student 
to participate in National 
4-H Conference. There, 
he met President Dwight 
Eisenhower, who exalted 
the 4-Hers as “the cream 
of the crop” when he 
addressed them in the 
Rose Garden. Not only 
that, Dick also met a 
young senator named 
John F. Kennedy and sat 
in his senate seat. 

For a man who mingled 
with presidents, Dick 
had a simple upbringing. 
He grew up on a farm 
in Westhampton where 
his family were dairy 
farmers at Intervale Farm. 
Between the ages of 9 
and 20, Dick participated 
in 4-H. He attended Camp 
Howe in Goshen each 
summer. “4-H was such a 
vital part of my life when 

I was young,” said Dick. “It 
had a big impact on my 
growing up and my belief 
system.” 

As an adult, Dick 
continued his 4-H 
involvement as a 
maintenance person at 
Camp Howe, as a 4-H 
club leader, and with the 
4-H All Stars, with whom 
he attended a national 
conference in the early 
1960s. Dick and his 
wife, Janice, married on 
September 27, 1958, and 
raised four children who 
all participated in 4-H. 
Their son Rick now raises 
vegetables at Intervale 
Farm for farmers markets, 
Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) groups, 
and restaurants.  

Dick’s only regret is that 
he didn’t share with 
President Obama his 
belief that 4-H belongs 
in cities as well as rural 
areas. “4-H is just as valid 
a thing today as it was 100 
years ago,” he said. “I still 
believe in it so strongly.” 

We thank Dick for sharing 
his story with us and for 
supporting the Foundation 
for so many years.  
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Shirley Kane Memorial
4-H Golf Tournament

The 22nd Annual Shirley Kane Memorial 
4-H Golf Tournament was held under 
warm, sunny skies on September 16th at 
Holden Hills Country Club.  Golfers enjoyed 
a beautiful day on the course, a post-
tournament barbeque in the country club’s 
brand new function room, raffles, and a 
silent auction.

Nick Martines, Nicky Martines, Dave 
Winske, and Dillon LaForce won the mens 
team first place honor. The first place 
mixed team was achieved by Jennifer 
Berube, Ginger Lino, Nick Mollo, and 
Ryan Correia. Tom Hilperts and Ginger 
Lino prevailed in the men’s and women’s 
longest drives. At Hole 12, the Foundation 
held a special raffle of a Callaway gold 
driver, won by Dave Winske.

The tournament raised more than $56,000 
for 4-H programming in Massachusetts.

Thank you to the sponsors, players, and 
volunteers who make the tournament 
possible. 

See you next year! 

Pictured on the top, 
4-H Program Assistant 
Kathleen Scalera, 
former 4-H Educator 
Heather Thibodeau, 
and Foundation Trustee 
Sarah Bonini enjoy volunteering at the 
tournament. On the left, a golfer takes a 
swing at the Shirley Kane Memorial 4-H Golf 
Tournament and on the right golfers can’t 
wait to get started.
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