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Dear Massachusetts 4-H Family and Friends: 
 
For all involved with 4-H in Massachusetts, 2025 began under the ominous cloud of federal funding uncertainty. 
The threat of severe cuts to the 2025 federal budget, including at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
the principal funder of 4-H, prompted Massachusetts 4-H Director Meg Lake and her 4-H and UMass Extension 
colleagues to revisit the 2025 Massachusetts 4-H program plan.  
 
With no guidance from the USDA as to the magnitude and timing of cuts, the 4-H and Extension staff promptly 
launched an analysis of 2025 4-H programs and corresponding funding and staffing requirements. They ran 
several scenarios with differing degrees of USDA funding cuts, always mindful of their immediate programming 
plans as well as the revitalization of 4-H through the expansion of the School and Community Partnership 
initiative launched in 2023. 
 
All agreed that the near term goal was to ensure a viable 4-H program in 2025 designed to: (1) maintain core 4-H 
programs; (2) increase the number of teens attending national 4-H leadership trips; and (3) begin to introduce 
the successful Springfield and Holyoke STEAM programming to the South Coast communities of Fall River and 
New Bedford. During the winter of funding uncertainty, Meg and Massachusetts 4-H Foundation Executive 
Director Robert Kordenbrock spoke frequently and frankly about Massachusetts 4-H’s 2025 and beyond funding 
priorities and the Foundation’s financial resources to meet them. 
 
As the year progressed, Meg and Robert concluded that 2025 4-H programs would be funded by the traditional 
combination of federal and state money complemented by the Foundation’s generous financial support. They 
feared, however, that for 2026 and beyond the level of federal funding and the corresponding Massachusetts 
match would remain uncertain.  
 
In the face of that uncertainty, Meg boldly planned to expand the School and Community Partnership program 
in Fall River and New Bedford and, over the next five years, gradually introduce it in Suffolk, Worcester, and 
Berkshire Counties and on the Cape and Islands. Simultaneously, Robert is framing an ambitious plan to grow the 
Foundation’s fundraising with Massachusetts-based foundations and corporations to ensure the success of that 
expansion. 
 
On behalf of the Foundation’s Trustees, I extend our sincere thanks to all the 
donors named in this Annual Report whose ongoing financial support is gratefully 
received and carefully expended. 
 
With all my respect and gratitude, 
 
 
 
Steven E. Borgeson 
President of the Board of Trustees 

Courage is not the absence of fear but the ability to act     
with wisdom and compassion despite uncertainty. 

-The Dalai Lama’s Foreword to Ranjay Gulati’s 2025 book How to Be Bold
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As I look ahead to what is next for 4‑H in Massachusetts, I do so with optimism and a deep 
appreciation for the role the Massachusetts 4‑H Foundation plays in ensuring long‑term strength, 
stability, and opportunity for young people across the Commonwealth. 

Young people today are growing up in a world defined by rapid change. The Massachusetts 4‑H 
Foundation’s role is to position 4-H to meet this moment—not only through today’s programs, but also 
through careful stewardship of resources, thoughtful governance, and sustained investment in the 
future of youth development. 

In 2025, the Foundation made meaningful progress toward its goals. Through the generosity of our 
donors, trustees and corporators, the Foundation continues to raise funds critical for supporting 
Massachusetts 4-H programs. 

The Foundation’s 4‑H Endowment Trust grew to $11.2 million, further strengthening our capacity 
to provide stable, long-term support for 4‑H in Massachusetts. This growth demonstrates donor 
confidence in our stewardship and allows us to support more effectively both current and future 
priorities. Notably, this year saw the creation of the Trahan‑Liptak 4‑H Leadership Fund, a new 
endowed resource dedicated to enabling more youth—regardless of background or geography—to 
participate in national 4‑H leadership conferences, broadening perspectives, deepening leadership 
skills, and connecting Massachusetts youth to the broader 4‑H network nationwide. 

At the same time, the Foundation continued to demonstrate its commitment to the grassroots 
infrastructure that sustains 4‑H across the state. The BOOST Grant Program, for example, granted 
$45,000 in direct support to Clubs, Advisories, and Fairs. By the end of 2026, this innovative program 
will distribute more than $100,000 since launching in 2024. These investments reflect a core belief that 
strong statewide impact depends on strong local programs—and that volunteers and youth leaders 
deserve reliable, flexible support. 

Equally important has been the continued strengthening of the Foundation’s leadership. In 2025, we 
welcomed five new Trustees and one new Corporator, each bringing fresh perspectives, professional 
expertise, and a shared passion for 4‑H’s mission. Their addition enhances the Board’s capacity to 
govern thoughtfully and guide the Foundation into its next chapter. 

This Annual Report reflects a Foundation that is growing—financially, strategically, and in leadership—
while remaining deeply committed to its role as a steward of trust and opportunity for Massachusetts 
4-H. As we look forward to 2026 and beyond, I invite you to become part of the momentum by 
connecting with the new Massachusetts 4‑H Hearts and Hands Alumni Association to meet 4-H alumni 
living in the Commonwealth (see page 13) or making an introduction 
across the private and corporate sectors to help the Foundation open 
new channels of revenue. With continued partnership and support from 
people like you, the Massachusetts 4‑H Foundation is well positioned 
to ensure that young people across the Commonwealth are not simply 
ready but thanks to 4-H, Beyond Ready for what comes next. 

With gratitude, 

Robert Kordenbrock 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts 4-H Foundation

Letter from the Executive Director
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4-H’er Clare Canny: 
A Visual Presentation 
Leads to Advocacy

Advocacy dovetailed with education when Clare 
approached local officials in April 2025. “I went to the 
[Georgetown] town hall, the town clerk’s office. I got 
about 200 signatures in favor of a rodenticide ban 
from people in my town,” Clare said. 

Next, Clare drafted a rodenticide use policy, which 
would mainly prohibit SGARs in Georgetown but still 
allow them in emergencies. “In April 2025 I went to a 
Select Board meeting and spoke to the members. 

It’s safe to say that Clare Canny, a 4-H’er in the 
eighth grade at the Georgetown Middle/High 
School, knows more about both rodenticides and 
town government proceedings than most adults 
do. Through her work in advocating for safer pest 
management solutions, she is promoting real 
change at both a local and statewide level.  

After first joining 4-H in kindergarten as a 
Cloverbud, Clare is now the president of the Argos 
4-H Dog Club, a member of the Plucky Poultry 
4-H Club, and a Massachusetts 4-H Ambassador. 
Clare’s experience in 4-H with animals and 
leadership prepared her well for her role as an 
advocate for safer pest management solutions. 

Back in 2022, Clare delivered her first 4-H Visual 
Presentation about substances for killing rodents, 
and the topic intrigued her so much she presented 
about it again in 2025, moving on to State VPs 
and winning a blue ribbon in the Wildlife category. 
“A reason I became involved with it is I wanted to 
educate people about what the rodenticides could 
do when they’re using them,” Clare explained. 
Clare narrowed her research to second-generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs), which are 
extremely potent because the chemicals travel 
through the ecosystem. “If a hawk eats a rat, then 
the hawk can get sick…once you put the chemical 
out there, you can’t really stop it,” she explained.  

Clare noted that there are many alternatives 
to SGARs. “There are safer options of poisons; 
there are traps. There are also certain smells, like 
peppermint, which can deter rats,” she explained. “I 
like to educate people about alternatives.” 

Clare Canny displays her rooster in 4-H. 
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Clare Canny works with dogs 
during a 4-H activity.

The Board voted the policy in as a Select Board regulation.” The 
vote prohibited the use of SGARs on municipal property.  

Clare then set her sights on the State House after first visiting in 
April 2025 for Massachusetts Ag Day to share information about 
4-H with legislators. There, she met State Representative Jim 
Hawkins, D-Attleboro, who invited her to a testimony session on a 
bill to ban rodenticides. 

On October 27, 2025, Clare shared her knowledge of rodenticides 
with the Joint Committee on the Environment and Natural 
Resources at the State House. Her two-minute speech supported 
Bill H.965, An Act Restricting the Use of Rodenticides in the 
Environment, filed by Representative Hawkins. While nervous, 
she stressed that her experience with 4-H made the difference 
in her presentation. “I was glad that I had done my 4-H Visual 
Presentation on rat poison,” said Clare. “It made me a lot more 
confident because I had more practice.”  

Massachusetts 4-H Foundation Board Vice President and 4-H 
Educator, Va Shon Wallace-Hiltpold, noted that Clare required no 
aid from 4-H Educators in her advocacy, though she did receive 
4-H training on delivering Visual Presentations (VPs). “This project 
started out as a VP, and then in Clare doing research and seeing 
how the rodenticides impacted the environment, she became an 
advocate,” marveled Wallace-Hiltpold. 

In addition to her testimony at the State House, Clare has broadened her sights beyond Georgetown to assist 
the town of Ipswich with their rodenticide use policy and hopes to expand the poison ban in her own town. “I’m 
aiming to talk to my district school board, because they still use second-generation poisons there [on school 
property],” said Clare passionately. “It is crazy that they use these poisons where there are preschoolers.” 

Clare impressed 4-H Educator Wallace-Hiltpold. “The way it worked out, it’s just amazing,” she said. “In 4-H, 
there’s room for you to do and explore so many things.” 
 
Clare is still awaiting the results of her State House testimony and Bill H.965, but she has already gained 

knowledge and skills from Massachusetts 4-H and her work combatting 
rodenticides. “I’ve learned a lot about how government works, about 
educating people and how to gain public support,” she said. 

Claire Canny of Georgetown testifies at the Massachusetts 
State House in support of banning rodenticides. 

“Clare’s testimony reflects 4‑H’s definition of civic engagement—
equipping young people with the knowledge, confidence, and voice 
to actively participate in civic life,” said Robert Kordenbrock, the 
Foundation’s Executive Director. “Experiences like this exemplify how 4‑H 
youth are not just preparing for the future, but are already Beyond Ready 
to lead, influence, and create change in their communities.” 
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At work, if you have a major presentation and 
forget your notes, you still need to present. 
Whether you are prepared or not, the show 
must go on. Two 4-H’ers found themselves in this 
situation at The Big E’s Milkshake Competition 
when they forgot a key component of making a 
milkshake: a blender! Read on to see how they 
rose to the challenge.

4-H’ers Charlotte Mancuso and Rauri 
Phelon competed in “The Extreme Milkshake 
Competition,” part of the New England 4-H 
Dairy Program at The Big E (Eastern States 
Exposition) after participating in and winning 
the same contest at the Massachusetts State 
4-H Dairy Show in August. The youths, who were 
attracted to the fun nature of the contest, had 
long participated in the 4-H Dairy Program. 
Charlotte, a 14-year-old freshman at the Norfolk 
County Agricultural High School from Dorchester, 
is a member of the Farmtastic 4-H’ers Dairy 
Club. Rauri, a 17-year-old from Westfield, is a 
member of the Wyben 4-H Dairy Club and has 
participated in Massachusetts 4-H for 12 years.  

The girls were coached by Stephanie Chaffee, 
a 4-H volunteer. Chaffee also coached youth 
for the Massachusetts 4-H Dairy Grilled Cheese 
contest. Chaffee explained that the 4-H’ers 
prepare year-round for the contest, which 
provides them with a welcome break from 
their animal projects. “They get to experience 
something fun but still work on public speaking,” 
explained Chaffee.  

The team prepared by learning to make 
milkshakes at 4-H Dairy Academy. They also 
met via Zoom and reviewed contest checklists. 

Improvising at The 
Big E: 4-H’ers Win 
Milkshake Contest

Rauri and Charlotte display their winning 
milkshake. 



The team selected a milkshake recipe called “Shark 
Attack” which consisted of milk, vanilla yogurt, 
strawberries, raspberries, blue cupcake frosting, 
whipped cream, and gummy sharks. “I thought we 
should try something new,” said Rauri. “It was clever, 
but not too strong a taste. It was perfect.” 

During the contest, the team realized that while they 
had all their ingredients, they had forgotten to pack a 
crucial tool: a blender! The team was not sure initially 
what to do. “We were worried, but we weren’t going to 
drop out,” emphasized Charlotte. “We worked to get 
there.” 

Chaffee suggested hand mixing the milkshake to the 
4-H’ers. “We needed to quickly improvise,” explained 
Charlotte. “We decided to hand mix, and we were 
timed too.” Since they had to ensure the ice cream 
melted, they darted to the back of the judging line.  

When the contest results came in, Charlotte and Rauri 
were declared the winners out of the five participating 
teams. “I was just so proud of them,” said Chaffee. 
“They were really excited for that win.” Charlotte 
believed their friendliness toward the contest judges 
helped them to prevail. Chaffee said the day’s warm 
weather helped the milkshake blend too. 

Andrew Samuelson, Massachusetts 4-H’s Animal 
Science Specialist who worked at The Big E, believes 
the lessons from the experience outstripped the 
win. “Sometimes, in life, things happen and we have 
to figure out how to keep moving forward,” said 
Samuelson. “A blue ribbon feels good; however, the 
real reward is the knowledge of how to navigate the 
unexpected.”
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Improvising at The 
Big E: 4-H’ers Win 
Milkshake Contest

Charlotte Mancuso and Rauri Phelon work 
on their milkshake at The Big E. 

“Sometimes, in life, things happen 
and we have to figure out how to 

keep moving forward.”
-Andrew Samuelson, 

Massachusetts 4-H Animal Science Specialist

The “Shark Attack” milkshake helped Rauri 
and Charlotte secure the win at The Big E.
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Cultivating Pollinators — and a Career 

Jhaneil Ramirez has always enjoyed 
gardening. Now 17 and a junior at Springfield 
Honors Academy, Jhaneil traveled to the 
Ignite by 4-H summit in Washington D.C. in 
2025. This national leadership trip, funded in 
part by the Massachusetts 4-H Foundation, 
is an annual summit where young people 
initiate a “lead to change” project to bring 
back to their communities. The experience 
spurred him on to research and design 
pollinator gardens for sites in Massachusetts.  

Lauren Dubois, the 4-H Urban Educator 
based in Springfield, explains that Jhaneil 
was selected to attend Ignite by 4-H and 
work on the pollinator project because 
he had already spent time working with 
Gardening the Community, a nonprofit 
that trains young people to grow fruits and 
vegetables. “The reason we chose him [for 
Ignite] is this relationship,” she said. 

Jhaneil stood out long before he attended 
Ignite by 4-H. A participant in the 4-H 
STEAM (Science/Technology/Engineering/
Arts/Math) School and Community 
Partnership Program for the past five years, 
Jhaneil decided to join when he saw a flyer 
at his school. He completed the session and 
then went on to attend Explore UMass, a 
two-day Massachusetts 4-H program that 
enables teens to try out STEM careers and 
sample college life. 

Jhaneil now serves 4-H STEAM as a youth 
leader. He assists the 4-H Program Assistant 
in delivering hands-on science activities to 
middle schoolers in the Holyoke/Springfield 
area and receives a small stipend. He 
continued developing his skills as a STEM 

Ambassador, teaching youth at a 4-H 
summer program. “For six weeks, I was out 
teaching kids all about pollinators and 
agriculture and livestock, and all these 
things I’m passionate about,” said Jhaneil 
in a video produced by the National 4-H 
Council.  

Jhaneil’s trip to Ignite by 4-H kicked off the 
lead to change pollinator project. Once 
home, he began to perform the research 
necessary to create pollinator gardens. He 
made a list of 91 species of bugs, including 
bees, butterflies, and other pollinators that 
would be protected by future gardens. “I did 
research on bugs, especially bugs native to 
Massachusetts,” he explained. “Populations 
that live in only one place are the most 
important to preserve.”  

Formulating a garden for 91 species 
challenged Jhaneil. For this, he called on 
Blake Dinius, an Entomologist Extension 

Jhaneil Ramirez and Susan Barrows 
enjoy the Ignite by 4-H Summit. 
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Educator for Plymouth County, who provided 
fact checking and reviewed statistics. 
“Jhaneil had a lot of passion and ambition 
with this project,” said Dinius. “I really let him 
take the reins on this. I wanted it to be his 
project.” 

The Ashland Innovation 4-H Club 
contributed much-needed technological 
assistance and visibility to the pollinator 
project. While the club typically focuses on 
robotics and coding, its members relished 
the chance to work on something new. “We 
got to show off our skills in a different way,” 
said 4-H’er Hitesh Vuppala.  

The Ashland Innovation 4-H Club is 
contributing to the project by promoting 
it via social media and building a website, 
whatsbuzzinginma.org. When complete, 
the website will include “details about the 
Ignite trip, pollinator species, and how 
citizens can help pollinators to flourish,” said 
Sid Monagari, a member of the Ashland 
Innovation 4-H Club. 

Ashland Innovation and Jhaneil delivered a 
Visual Presentation about the pollinators at 
both The Big E (Eastern States Exposition) 
and 4-H STEM Day in October, growing 
its audience. Two 4-H’ers from Ashland 
Innovation worked as youth leaders at 

Explore UMass 2025 in the Pollinator track. 
“We helped by catching the pollinators and 
showing the kids where they came from,” 
said 4-H’er Rupinika Golla. Club members 
will help to construct the garden beds.  

Jhaneil has decided to place the garden 
beds at Liberty Hill Townhouses in 
Springfield and the Charles River Campus of 
UMass Amherst, where Massachusetts 4-H 
has an office. This spring, the gardens will 
come to life. 

Jhaneil has big plans for the future. “I’d like 
to be an educator one day,” he said. “That 
has been one of my big dreams. I’d like to be 
a professor, teach complicated things.”  

He is certainly well on his way!

Working on the pollinator project pictured L 
to R are: Jhaneil Ramirez, Sid Monagari, Nikith 
Mongari, Rupinika Golla, and Romeo Tiwari. 

“I’d like to be an educator one day. 
That has been one of my big dreams.”

— Jhaneil Ramirez, 4-H Youth Leader
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Opening Doors for 4-H Youth Through 
National 4-H Leadership Experience

In April 2025, I had the privilege of serving as a chaperone for Massachusetts 4‑H’ers attending National 
4‑H Conference in Washington, D.C.—an experience that powerfully illustrated what is possible when 
philanthropy and opportunity intersect. Alongside Plymouth County 4‑H Extension Director Molly Vollmer, 
I joined four outstanding Massachusetts 4‑H’ers—Kaelyn, Lindel, Miru, and Nate—as they participated in a 
national leadership experience that challenged them to grow, lead, and envision their futures in new ways. 

One highlight of the experience was supporting the Public Lands Empowerment and Access – U.S. Forest 
Service Roundtable in which Kaelyn participated. Guided by two 4‑H Alumni Collegiate Facilitators, 4‑H’ers 
examined who has access to public lands, how those lands are stewarded sustainably, and how equity 
and environmental responsibility can be advanced through informed leadership. Observing Kaelyn and 
her peers ask thoughtful questions and contribute meaningfully to the discussion reinforced the value of 
placing 4‑H’ers in spaces where their voices are heard and respected. 

The intense work of the week culminated in a once‑in‑a‑lifetime opportunity for 4‑H’ers to present their 
recommendations to U.S. Forest Service staff and other dignitaries at the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
followed by an unforgettable afternoon exploring the nation’s capital and its museums and cultural 
landmarks. The experience was further enriched by time spent with Massachusetts 4‑H Foundation 
Trustees living in the D.C. area—Tommy Lamont and Lindsey Larson—who shared their own 4‑H journeys and 
reflected on how the program shaped their leadership paths and careers. For the 4‑H’ers, meeting Trustees 
who once stood where they stand now made the long‑term impact of 4‑H feel tangible and inspiring. 

I now better understand why national leadership trips like National 4‑H Conference are transformative. 
They build confidence, strengthen leadership skills, and help young people recognize that their experiences 
and perspectives matter far beyond their local communities. As a chaperone, I saw firsthand how these 
opportunities expand what 4‑H’ers believe is possible for themselves. 

The demand for—and impact of—national leadership experiences in Massachusetts is clear. In 2025, 
participation grew by nearly 400%, from an average of 12–16 youth in recent years to 58 Massachusetts 
4‑H’ers attending national trips. These experiences include National 4‑H Conference, National 4‑H 
Congress, Ignite by 4‑H, and national animal science events, reflecting both rising interest among youth 
and intentional investments in access led by the Massachusetts 4‑H Foundation. 

These seminal experiences are made available because of the generosity of Foundation donors, who help 
cover the true cost of participation. Travel, lodging, registration, and program expenses can be prohibitive, 
but donor support ensures that 4‑H’ers are selected based on readiness and interest—not financial 
circumstances. In 2025, the Foundation invested approximately $60,000 to make national leadership 
opportunities more affordable and accessible for youth across the Commonwealth. This commitment to 
access and leadership development is further supported by generous donors and endowment funds like 
the Trahan‑Liptak 4‑H Leadership Fund. 

Thanks to the vision and generosity of our donors, more Massachusetts 4‑H’ers than ever are stepping onto 
the national stage—returning home inspired, empowered, and ready to lead.

By Robert Kordenbrock, Foundation Executive Director 
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For a 4-H teen, a national trip serves as a highlight of their 4-H experience. National trips provide 4-H’ers with 
an opportunity to travel, an avenue to meet other 4-H’ers from many different states, and a way to gain new 
skills, such as public speaking and leadership. In 2025, the Massachusetts 4-H Foundation invested $60,000 in 
national trips, in part through the Trahan-Liptak Leadership Fund.

4-H National Leadership Trips 2025 

This summit, held in Washington D.C. in March, introduces 
4-H’ers to a “lead to change” project that they start at 
the summit and then continue to pursue back in their 
hometowns. In 2025, Massachusetts 4-H’ers kicked off a 
pollinator project to introduce native pollinator species to 
gardens in Massachusetts. Please see article on p. 8-9. 

Pictured to the left: The Massachusetts delegation for 
Ignite by 4-H displays their poster.

Ignite by 4-H
Washington D.C. | March 2025 

This conference enables 4-H’ers to work closely with a 
government agency, then report on their findings. Since it is 
held in Washington, D.C. in April, National 4-H Conference 
also allows plenty of time for sightseeing in our nation’s 
capitol. Please see article on page 10.

Pictured to the left: Foundation Executive Director 
Robert Kordenbrock (back, right) is pictured with the 2025 
Massachusetts National 4-H Conference delegation and 
4-H Educator Molly Vollmer (second from left). 

National 4-H Conference 
Washington D.C. | April 2025 

National 4-H Congress takes place each November in 
Atlanta, GA. Designed for 15-18-year-olds, this conference 
offers team-building exercises, workshops, and a group 
community service project. Massachusetts 4-H’er Sadie 
Tilden participated on the Conference Design Team, which 
helped create the program for the conference. 

Pictured to the left: The National 4-H Congress delegation 
poses at a banquet.

National 4-H Congress
Atlanta, GA | November 2025 
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Action at 4-H Summer Fairs 2025

After months of hard work, 4-H’ers’ annual projects traditionally culminate at summer fairs. This year, 
Massachusetts 4-H youth showed rabbits at the Marshfield Fair, led goats at the Hampden County 4-H Fair, 
and displayed cows and steers at the Hampshire County 4-H Fair (see photos).  

Though Animal Science projects take center stage at fairs, 4-H’ers also exhibit crafts and even perform! This 
year, the newly formed Freedom Dance 4-H Club wowed the crowd at the Middlesex County 4-H Fair. 

The county fairs all lead up to The Big E (Eastern States Exposition) in the fall, where Massachusetts 4-H’ers 
compete against their New England counterparts in many categories. The annual beef auction showcases 
youth who have raised cattle and receive compensation from the highest bidder. 4-H’er Aileen Gilespie is 
shown with her cattle in the picture.

By the Numbers

$1.2M+
Over the last five years, the Foundation has contributed $1.2 million to support Massachusetts 4-H programs. 

Josephine 
is pictured 

with her 
bunny at 
the 2025 

Marshfield 
Fair. 

Lavender 
stands 

with her 
goat at the 
Hampden 

Fair.  

Join the Massachusetts 4-H Hearts and Hands Alumni Association! 
Scan the QR code to complete a brief form, join the association, and get all the 
latest news. We plan to hold alumni events this year that YOU can be a part of!

Aileen shows 
her first 

place entry 
cow in the 

beef contest 
at The Big E. 

Vera works with an entry 
at the Hampshire County 
4-H Fair.

2025 Annual Report Writers/Editorial Board:
Kathy Harvey-Ellis, Robert Kordenbrock, Adele Williams  

Design: Allison Tremelling
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Over the last five years, the Foundation has contributed $1.2 million to support Massachusetts 4-H programs. 

1,513 3,635 979
4-H Clubs 

Memberships
Youth in School & Community 

Partnership Programs
Adult 

Volunteers

Join the Massachusetts 4-H Hearts and Hands Alumni Association! 
Scan the QR code to complete a brief form, join the association, and get all the 
latest news. We plan to hold alumni events this year that YOU can be a part of!
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SCAN 
TO JOIN

BOOST Grants Awarded
to Clubs, Advisories & Fairs

$45,000

Annual Fund $92,193

4-H Golf Tournament $56,480

Endowment Gifts $34,861

Restricted Funds $5,500

Total Funds Raised by the Foundation $189,034

Pass-Through Gifts $365

National 4-H Contributions $40,332

Total Funds Received $229,731



2025
ANNUAL REPORT

14

Benevity
Steven E. Borgeson-T
Fidelity Charitable
Holly and Bruce Johnstone Charitable Fund
Kane Industrial Park,
James P. Kane, Roger Kane, and Kathleen K. Adams

Charles H. McColough-HT

Gold Clover Club $1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous
Avidia Bank
Anne Basiliere
Sarah J. Bonini-T
Charles Sanders Trust
George F. Fiske, Jr.-HT
Hampden County 4-H Youth Fair Association
Mr. George Handy, Jr.
Christopher Herrick and Family
James G. Hicks-T
Mark B. Howe-T
Joseph W. & Faith K. Tiberio Charitable Foundation
Kane Self Storage
Kustom Klosets
Carey Leckie-T
Main Street Bank
Maki Building Centers
MathWorks, Inc.

Anonymous
The American Legion
Todd and Terri Brown
John J. Burnett, Jr.
Cisco Systems
William Dornbusch
Edward Jones Charitable Gift Fund
Melissa B. Hendricks and Benjamin P. Hoag
Karin Kaczorowski, DVM

Silver Clover Club $500 to $999

Mary M. McBrady
Middlesex Savings Bank
Murphy Insurance Agency
The Honorable Gary A. Nickerson, Esq.
R.J. Curley & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Ashley Randle-T
Raymond James Financial, Inc.
Cornelia Clark Roberts
The American Gift Fund
The Tripp Family
Hayley Trahan-Liptak and Lorenzo Cabantog
Trotter Bonenfant Giving Fund
Vanguard Charitable
Stephen B. and Joan Verrill-T
Verrill Farm, LLC
Priscilla and Allan Walker-C
Webster Five Foundation
Michael Williams-T

Raytheon Company
Richard Saltonstall Charitable Foundation
Robert Lloyd Corkin Charitable Foundation
Robert Liptak and Cindy Trahan-Liptak
Patricia A. Walrath-HT
Dudley H. Willis Esq.-HT

Jud and Tina Lane Giving Fund
John and Annette Lee
David M. Lehman-T
Deana McPherson
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Campbell Steward
Dr. Terry G. Taylor, DVM-T
The Clock Hollow Fund, 
Dena Willmore and Martha Thurber

Nicole Vaughan-T
Walpole Co-operative Bank
David I. Walsh

Thank You
The Massachusetts 4-H Foundation extends sincere gratitude to 
our generous donors whose financial contributions sustain vital 4-H 
programs statewide. This report covers gifts received during our 
fiscal year spanning January 1 to December 31, 2025.

Emerald Clover Club $5,000.00+

T=Trustee, HT=Honorary Trustee, C=Corporator
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Georgia Barry
Bob’s Turkey Farm, Inc., 
Susan V. Miner

Weston Brown, DVM
Thomas and Sandra Carter
Cavicchio Greenhouses, Inc.
Maria and Peter Dow 
Family Charitable Fund

Jennifer Verrill Faddoul-C

Bronze Clover Club
$250 to $499

Anonymous
A.D. Makepeace Company,
James F. Kane

Dana Altobelli
Barbara and Robin Bak
Joseph and Maura Barbato
Barnstable County 4-H
Advisory Council

Edward J. Barwicki
Laurie Belliveau
Michael Bentinck-Smith
Bond Construction Corp.
Susan and William Bonini
Paul R. Bourdon
Bristol County 4-H
Leaders Association

Patricia Callahan
Babetta Castle-Walsh
Andrew Cedrone
Central One Federal Credit Union
Frederick and Janice Clark
James R. Coleman
Pamela Stewart Cothey
Country Bank
Creating Healthier Communities
Ruth Nancy Curran
Linda J. Cysz
Daffy Charitable Fund
William L. Daley,
Daley’s Real Estate

Carol and Steven Davies
Dedham Savings
James L. Deming,
Deming Family Real Estate Inc.

Donna Dunn
Andre Duprey

Green Clover Club
$100 to $249

East Middleboro 4-H 
Community Committee

G. Nelson and Susan Eby
Brian and T. Ashley Edwards
David G. Erhart
Essex County 4-H
Advisory Council

Christine S. Fowles
Franklin County 4-H
Advisory Council

Thomas A. Froeschle
Stacey Jackson Gallaway-T 
Janice L. Gay
Harriet Gilman
Scott Goddard
Gary Graves
Hampshire County 4-H
Advisory Council

Susan C. Hancox
Robert and Laura Harrison 
Robert E. Harvey
Janice W. Hatch
Ellen N. Hayes
Charitable Giving Fund 

Charron and Michael Holtzman 
J.P. Bartlett Co., Inc.
JMW Scotia Woodworking, Inc. 
Richard and Dianne Kazanjian 
Philip and Marilyn Knowles 
James and Donna Lambrechts 
Ruth L. Landry
Lazaro Paving Corp., Ryan Lazaro 
Leslie Saul & Associates -
Architecture and Interiors 

Sandra and Steven Lilly
Norman J. Mercier
MetroWest Community
Federal Credit Union

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC
James Hall
George M. Hatch, Jr.
Sherrill D. Hunnibell
Drue King
Robert Kordenbrock and Family
Elizabeth A. and Arthur Martin
Mark and Kristen Mulvihill
Christin and Walter Oneschuk
Palmer Healthcare Center, 
David and William Cavalier

Patriot Coating, Inc., 
Roy Rector

Dana W. Shaw
Scott Soder
David J. Thibault-T
Trailside Veterinary Services, 
Dr. Timothy and Lynne Galusha

Town of Whately Selectboard
Susannah Wilson-T
Wilson Farm, Inc., 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Wilson

Middlesex County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Suzanne M. Nicol
Derek Nolan
Norfolk Community 
Federal Credit Union

Norfolk County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Normandy Farms 
Campground, LLC, 
Albert and Kristine Daniels

Northeast Nursery, Inc., 
Andrew Cotreau

Timothy Nourse
Jeffrey H. Nussbaum and 
Kimberly J. Rose

James and Kimberly Partridge
Dorothy Peirce
James Doane and 
Elizabeth Perry

Plymouth County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Donald Polonis
Raymond K. Pond
Post Road Carpet Center, Inc.
Read Custom Soils, 
James F. Kane

Catherine Rizzitano
David Rolince
Rota-Spring Farm LLC, 
David Rota

Robert Schrader
Michael Scott, 
Land Design Collaborative

Helen and Morton Sternheim
Donald and Ellen Stiles
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Sullivan Group
Sunny Crest Orchards, 
Bill Broderick

Elizabeth Sweet
Gregory Tanzer
The Jennifer and Brad Moyer 
Family Charitable Fund

The Joanna Burns Giving Fund

The David and Laurel Martin 
Family Fund

Peter Thomson
Unibank
W.K.H.B., Inc., Walter M. Snider
Va Shon Wallace-Hiltpold 
and Family-T

Warren Security, 
Nicholas Martines

Peter Weston
James W. Wilbur
Adele C. Williams
Wojcik’s Farm LLC, 
James and Grace Wojcik

Worcester County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Steven B. Young

Anonymous
Erik Akhtar
Donna Anderson
William Ashton
Charles Oden Baker
Adelia A. Bardwell
Guy and Kellie Barnes
Robert Barnes
Dede Beach
Deborah J. Bock
Broadlawn Farms, 
The Ziemba Family

Harry W. Brown Sr.
Suzanne M. Burgess
John and Jonna Burns
Anita R. Busch
Michael Chamberlain
Peter B. Chamberlain
Nanette Clark
Karen Ann Consolati
Sean and Ramona Crawford
Walter Cudnohufsky
Donna Cusimano
Amy Cutter
Dr. Lucy Dechene
Sheila Desmond
Donald and Elizabeth Desrochers
Nancy L. Dole
Robert and Rachel Dorman
Kenneth and Joan Duchi
Erickson Cranberries, 
Richard and Judy Erickson

Myles P. Flaherty, P & G 
Engineering Co., Inc.

Bertrand Forest
Helen K. Gallivan
GE Aerospace Foundation
Mildred I. Gedrites
Victoria Goldberg
Susan Goode
Robert and Judith Gregory
Meredith Hartleb
David and Cheryl Hopson
Alexander and 
Christine Houtzager

Katharine E. Howard
Pamela Howes
Ernest and Ellen Huber
Alex Price Kennedy
Patricia and Lawrence Keyes
Anne Augusta Kress
Kenneth Kriedberg
Mark Kulbaski
Larry and Barbara Lajoie
Jeffrey L. Leonard
Stephen J. Lonergan
LeRoy and Toni Malouf
Jeffrey S. Manter
Mary C. Marsh
Edwin and Nancy Martin
Thomas and Karen McCall
Gina Melnick
Belden Merims
James G. Miller
William Miller
Stuart and Sandra Milner
Michael Murray
Susan H. Myerow
Shelley Nicholson
May H. Nobbs
Patrice Nogueira

Maria O’Brien
Albert S. Ogonowski
John and Jane Pease
Petersham Grange 95
Loumona June Petroff
Pledgeling Foundation
Dan Quigley
Kenneth W. Rea
Wayne R. Renegar, D.V.M.
Earle B. Ricker
Brian and Cynthia Rost
George J.R. Sauer
Leslie Saul
Shaw’s Give Back Where It 
Counts Reusable Bag Program

David and Erika Sheldon
John and Marilyn Sherris
Thomas K. Shoemaker
Harold and Joan Simmons, 
Simmons Farm & Greenhouse

Dawn and Joseph Steim
Karen Stepka
Stop & Shop Community 
Bag Program

Richard Swett
Eleanor Szlachetka
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Marilyn Thayer
W.H. King Realty & 
Appraisal, William H. King, MS

Beverly Westerveld
Steven Whittemore
Prudence M. Wholey
Caroline A. Wiejek
William and Sally Williams

Cloverbud Club
Under $100
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Shirley Kane 
Memorial 
4-H Golf 
Tournament
PRESENTING SPONSOR
Robert Lloyd Corkin 
Charitable Foundation

4-H CLOVER SPONSOR
Kane Industrial Park

HEAD SPONSORS
Steven Borgeson
Middlesex Savings Bank
Dudley Willis, Esq.

HEART SPONSORS
Avidia Bank
Kane Self Storage
Kustom Klosets
Main Street Bank
Maki Building Centers
R.J. Curley & Sons Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc.

Raymond James Financial, Inc.
Verrill Farm, LLC

HAND SPONSORS
The American Legion
Murphy Insurance Agency

HEALTH SPONSORS
Patriot Coating, Inc.
Priscilla and Allan Walker
Walpole Co-operative Bank

HOLE SPONSORS
A.D. Makepeace Company
Barnstable County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Bond Construction Corp.
Bristol County 
4-H Leaders Association

Cavicchio Greenhouses, Inc.
Central One Federal Credit Union
Dedham Savings
East Middleboro 4-H 
Community Committee

Essex County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Franklin County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Hampden County 4-H 
Youth Fair Association

The Herrick Family
The Hiltpold Family
JMW Scotia Woodworking Inc.
Robert Kordenbrock & Family
Lazaro Paving Corp.
Leslie Saul & Associates - 
Architecture and Interiors

MetroWest Community 
Federal Credit Union

Middlesex County 4-H 
Advisory Council

The Honorable 
Gary Nickerson, Esq.

Norfolk County 4-H 
Advisory Council

O’Brien Farm, 
Charles McColough

Plymouth County 4-H 
Advisory Council

Post Road Carpet Center, Inc.
Read Custom Soils
Corneila Roberts
Sullivan Group
Hayley Trahan-Liptak and 
Lorenzo Cabantog

Unibank
Worcester County 4-H 
Advisory Council

FRIEND OF 4-H SPONSORS
Hampshire County 4-H 
Advisory Council

J.P. Bartlett Co. Inc.
Norfolk Community 
Federal Credit Union

P & G Engineering Co., Inc.
W.K.H.B., Inc.

Bayside Resort
Bemis Farms and Nursery
Bob’s Discount Furniture
Boston Celtics Shamrock Foundation
Boston Crawling, LLC
Boston Red Sox
Bully Boy Distillers
Captain John Boats
Cardi’s Furniture
Cheesecake Factory - Burlington
Cheesecake Factory - Natick
Country Bank
Davis Farmland and Davis Mega Maze
E. L. Blood & Son, Inc.
Ecotarium
Hardwick Vineyard & Winery
Hawthorne Hotel
Christopher Herrick
Representative Kate Hogan
Holden Hills Country Club

Holy Cow Ice Cream Cafe
Huntington Theatre Company
Hy-Line Cruises
Idylwilde Farm
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Island Creek Oysters
J.P. Licks
Klem’s
Mallory Portraits
Market Basket
Mass Audubon 
Drumlin Farm Sanctuary

Mary McBrady
Charles H. McColough
National Amusements Theaters
Native Plant Trust
New City Microcreamery
New England Botanic 
Garden at Tower Hill

New England Patriots Foundation
Newport Restaurant Group
Oakwood Farm Christmas Barn
Paddle Boston

Peabody Essex Museum
Red Apple Farm
Roche Bros. Supermarket
Russell’s Garden Center
ScrubaDub
SpeakEasy Stage Company
Swan Boats of Boston
The Butterfly Place
The Charles Hotel
The Freedom Trail Foundation
The Patriots Hall of 
Fame Presented by RTX

The Preservation Society of 
Newport County

David Thibault
Trader Joe’s
Urban AdvenTours
Verrill Farm, LLC
Priscilla and Allan Walker
West End Creamery
Adele Williams
Betty Wuelfing

2025 Raffle and 
In-Kind Donors

2025 GOLF VOLUNTEERS
Jackie Mushinsky, Friend of 4-H
Betty Wuelfing, Friend of 4-H



James & Karen Connelly,
Corporators
Linda & Thomas Connelly, 
Former Trustee
Elizabeth Dennett* 
Charles H. McColough,
Honorary Trustee 
Norman Mercier 
George Mullen* 
Mary A. Noble* 
Norman E. Storey 
Faith Tiberio* 
Lanea Tripp
Patricia Walrath, 
Honorary Trustee

*deceased

4-H Heritage Circle 
recognizes generous 
individuals and families 
who have provided for 
the Massachusetts 4-H 
Foundation in their estate 
plans. A charitable bequest 
provides a lasting impact 
to the 4-H program. 
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2025 Honorary Gifts
In honor of:
Edwin P. and Mary B. Dow
Maria and Peter Dow 
Family Charitable Fund

Sally and Dudley Willis
Holly and Bruce Johnstone 
Charitable Fund

The Massachusetts 4-H 
Foundation Staff

Steven E. Borgeson

2025 Memorial Gifts
In memory of:

2025 – 2026 Trustees 
and Corporators 

Sarah Bonini 
Derek Costa 
Stacey Gallaway 
Mark Howe 
Lindsey K. Larson 
Carey Leckie 
Billy McBride 
Erika Prahl* 
Ashley Randle* 
Mateo Rull Garza 
Terry G. Taylor, DVM 
David Thibault 
Philip Trotter 
Nicole Vaughan 
Stephen B. Verrill 
Michael Williams 
Susannah Wilson 
*Executive Committee Members

Ex Officio Trustees
Robert Kordenbrock* 
Meaghan Lake 
Lynne McLandsborough 

Honorary Trustees
Peter Bentinck-Smith 
George F. Fiske, Jr. 
Elizabeth H. McAfoose 
Charles H. McColough 
John C. Sterling 
Patricia Walrath 
Dudley H. Willis, Esq. 
Frederic Winthrop, Jr. 

Corporators
Susan T. Billings 
Terrie Campbell 
James H. Connelly 
Karen Connelly 
Jennifer Verrill Faddoul 
Kristiana Floss 
Anne Gobi 
John Lee 
Mary McBrady 
The Honorable Gary A. Nickerson, Esq. 
Jeanne Tippett 
Allan Walker 
Priscilla Walker 

Steven E. Borgeson* | President
Va Shon Wallace Hiltpold* | Vice President
James Hicks* | Clerk
David Lehman* | Treasurer

Cheryl and Robert Cox
Anonymous
Anne Elizabeth Hollis Stuart
Sarah Bonini
Evangeline Standish
Priscilla and Allan Walker
Eve Cutter
Amy Cutter
Everett Hatch
Janice Hatch
George Pollard
Patricia Callahan
Irene Wright
The Honorable 
Gary Nickerson, Esq.

James Hatch
Peter Weston
Louise E. Gardiner
Victoria Goldberg
Mary McCaffrey
Dorothy Peirce
Patricia Leonard
Charron and Michael Holtzman
Phillip D. Plumley
Robert Barnes
Guy and Kellie Barnes
Laurie Belliveau
Sheila Desmond
Patricia and Lawrence Keyes
Palmer Healthcare Center
Eleanor Szlachetka
Roger “Dan” Kennedy
Town of Whately Selectboard
Scott David Nims
Anonymous
Paul Bourdon
Donna Cusimano
Nancy Dole
William Dornbusch
Meredith Hartleb
Jud and Tina Lane Giving Fund
Sandra and Steven Lilly
Belden Merims
Shelley Nicholson
John and Jane Pease
Karen Stepka
Richard Swett
Prudence Wholey



Benevity
Charles McColough
Raytheon Company
Hayley Trahan-Liptak and Lorenzo Cabantog
Robert Liptak and Cindy Trahan-Liptak
Priscilla and Allan Walker

4-H Endowment Trust
The 4-H Endowment Trust holds gifts directed by donors to be held permanently in the endowment to 
support the Foundation’s mission. The Trust is overseen by the Endowment Trust Committee. The Committee 
has engaged Boston-based Welch & Forbes LLC as the Trust’s investment portfolio manager, and the trust 
was valued at $11.2 million as of December 31, 2025. The Foundation’s named endowment funds are listed 
below with each fund’s name, purpose and market value as of December 31, 2025.
. 
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2025 Endowment Trust Donors

TRAHAN-LIPTAK 4-H LEADERSHIP FUND $44,641 
4-H conference attendance, preferably for youth 
in Worcester county

WARREN FUND $218,278
Camperships to the former 4-H camps 

WEEZIE FOUNDATION $36,199
Camperships to the former 4-H camps

WILLIS FUND $324,010
Any 4-H program 

WORCESTER COUNTY 4-H FAIR FUND $29,154
In memory of Cindy Crosier Baird and Raymond D. 
Harper, supports the Worcester County 4-H Fair 

4-H ALL STARS FUND $24,941
Supports camp and conference opportunities 

AGRICULTURE FUND $216,382
4-H agriculture programs and activities 

BRISTOL COUNTY AGRELLA-FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND $53,012
Annual College Scholarship to a Bristol County 4-Her 
CLOVERLAND FUND $56,112 
Supports 4-H clubs 

HELEN AND JAMES A. GARRIGAN MEMORIAL FUND $45,199 
Home economics programs, preferably in Middlesex County 
HAMILBURG 4-H BABYSITTERS TRAINING FUND $54,916
4-H Babysitter Training 

GILBERT H. HOOD 4-H NUTRITION FUND $40,731
Healthy living programs 

KANE FUND $135,984
Visual Presentation program

TENA B. KLEIN FUND $72,989
Supports 4-H volunteer leaders 

KENT LAGE LEADERSHIP FUND $13,406
Leadership opportunities for 4-H youth 
CAROLYN C. LANE FUND $61,814
4-H horticulture programs 

JOE MAJOR SUNNY ROCK/NORFOLK COUNTY 4-H FUND $162,448
Supports programs in Norfolk County

ELIZABETH T. AND CHARLES H. MCCOLOUGH FUND $43,132
4-H programs (preferably in Middlesex and Norfolk counties) 
and Foundation operations 
MASSACHUSETTS SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
AGRICULTURE $218,374
4-H agriculture programs 

MEGHAN C. RILEY PLYMOUTH COUNTY FUND $41,368
4-H programs in Plymouth County 

RICHARD SALTONSTALL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION $1,131,847
Any 4-H program 

SUSAN SALTONSTALL FUND $1,163,336
4-H horse programs 

SHEPERD FUND $58,831 
Any 4-H program 

ANNA B. STEARNS FUND $31,752
Volunteer 4-H Leaders  

TIBERIO FUND $20,848
4-H communications programs 



1661 Worcester Road, Suite 201
Framingham, MA 01701

Learn more: mass4hfoundation.org

Make a donation to support 4-H programs in Massachusetts today!


